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COVID-19, CRIME AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE: 
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Abstract
Since 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic and government measures to limit its spread have had a 
huge impact on society. Crime opportunities and criminal justice systems have also been affec-
ted by this health crisis. With the aim of international collaboration, a working group within the 
European Society of Criminology has been created to promote research among European resear-
chers and thereby facilitate the exchange of information and comparative studies on the impact 
of COVID-19 on crime and criminal justice systems. Thus, the School of Criminal Justice of the 
University of Lausanne has undertaken a mapping of the ongoing projects related to COVID-19. 
The aim of this research is to identify, using different keywords, all current projects carried out 
in English, French, German, Spanish or Portuguese. To be selected, the project had to (1) focus 
on the impact of COVID-19 on different areas of criminology, (2) be carried out in one of the five 
languages mentioned, and (3) be conducted by a legitimate research organization. Our results 
highlight the research question, the time periods and geographical areas covered, and the me-
thodologies used. In total, the keywords chosen were able to report on 68 projects in progress in 
various fields of criminology, such as prisons, policing, domestic violence, or cybercrime.
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Introduction
The COVID-19 pandemic and the restrictions imposed by governments to combat its expansion 
have caused significant changes in opportunities related to crime (Ashby, 2020; Buil-Gil et al., 
2021; Gosangi et al., 2020; Hawdon et al., 2020; Hodgkinson & Andresen, 2020; Leslie & Wilson, 
2020; Payne, 2020). A little over a year after the start of anti-COVID measures, recent studies in 
criminology have been able to provide a first overview of its effects on crime. Still, a lot of the 
criminological fields yet to be explored and many study projects are under way around the world. 
To answer all these questions, a working group has been created by the European Society of Cri-
minology1 to promote research among European researchers and thereby facilitate the exchange 
of information and comparative studies on the impact of COVID-19 on crime and criminal justice 
systems (ESC, 2021).
While waiting to be able to include as many projects as possible in this working group, the first 
step is to get a general idea of the various studies already in place around the world. Thus, the 
aim of this present work is to provide researchers with a reliable and fast way to find these diffe-
rent projects using search engines, then to expose these projects.
1 ESC Working Group on Crime, Criminal justice and COVID-19 pandemic, https://wp.unil.ch/covid-crime-workingroup/
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Method
We identified four main keywords and listed their main synonyms and related terms to be sure to 
find as many searches as possible. For example, the keywords and Boolean operators we used 
for the searches in English were as follow: daterange: 2458881-2459457 (covid-19 OR corona-
virus OR SARS-CoV-2) research project criminology AND (study OR inquiry OR survey).
These combinations were modified step by step according to the proposed results, adding or re-
moving the synonyms described above one by one to observe the effects on the results (Andrieu, 
2018; Éduscol, 2015; Vidmar, 2018). Despite our attempts to include a diverse range of search 
engines, only the Google search engine have been used in this search as it is able to efficiently 
handle the various Boolean operators allowing us to refine our search. 
To be sure to include the bulk of ongoing criminological projects, we have considered the time 
period from February 1st, 2020 to August 30th, 2021. The languages considered in this project 
were English, French, Portuguese, Spanish and German.
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Result
As of August 30, 2021, our keywords were able to report 68 searches. This dashboard presents 
a map with the number of ongoing projects worldwide about the impact of COVID-19 on diffe-
rent areas of criminology (for precise figures look at the histogram per country), the criminological 
subject investigated, the data collection method envisaged and the project language. 
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Discussion
The most studied criminological area appears to be policing, that is, law enforcement by police. Due 
to the new standards introduced by lockdowns, strict hand hygiene measures, the wearing of masks 
or even social distancing, it seems obvious that this field of study should be at the forefront of crimi-
nological studies, with the social reaction that goes with it. In addition, unlike other areas which could 
only retrospectively observe the events that occurred during the different waves of the pandemic, 
this theme remains very topical with the introduction of increasingly more and more strict vaccination 
standards around the world. This theme differs from the “Police” category in that it is concerned with 
newly created norms or laws and how these are applied and felt by the population, rather than the 
internal organization of the police or the actual experience of the officers.
Domestic violence appears to be the second most studied area, with almost a third of studies using 
it as a theme. As preliminary studies had shown, forced proximity to an abusive partner during 
lockdown has increased reported cases of domestic violence, and many aspects remain to be investi-
gated in this area.
Regarding the nature of the data collected, in the projects that specified it, 20 studies provide for the 
use of a survey, and 20 will lead to interviews, sometimes at the same time. It seems that these two 
means are privileged compared to police data, which will only be used in 7 research projects. This 
difference may be due to the fact that official statistics are not immediately available and, for reasons 
of time or even authorizations, researchers have turned their attention to other indicators. Another ex-
planation could be that official statistics tend to underestimate the real number of offenses committed 
or suffered, especially in cases of domestic violence which is a particularly studied area.
Limits
First, whether or not you come across an updated list of current research projects in an institution 
depends greatly on the transparency of that institution or the country in question. 
Second, the readability of different websites can also become a barrier: indeed, it can quickly become 
difficult to navigate between the different pages to find this list of projects - if such a list really exists. 
As a result, it is quite possible that some projects have escaped our notice because of their location 
on the website in question.
Third, there are of course ongoing projects carried out in languages that are not understood by the 
research team, thus preventing us from including them here.
Finally, despite all the precautions taken so that Google's indiscreet algorithm does not influence the 
results displayed, we cannot guarantee with absolute certainty that another person inserting these 
same keywords will find the exact same results presented here.
Conclusion
In order to facilitate international exchanges between researchers studying different fields of crimino-
logy impacted by COVID-19, it seemed important to highlight reliable Boolean keywords and opera-
tors thanks to which it would be possible to quickly find a list of these different projects.
Our results were able to report on nearly seventy research projects in progress, all dealing with the im-
pact of the pandemic on various aspects of criminology, including a certain number of studies which, 
by the proximity of their theme, could be enriched if collaborations could be set up between research 
teams. The cooperation between these different researchers, proposed by the Working group of the 
European Society of Criminology, will greatly enrich the field in question and thus, in the long term, 
improve our understanding of the profound changes linked to crime that have taken place. In ad-
dition, as COVID-19 is still relevant today, this study may be repeated in several months, or even 
years, in order to update research carried out on this theme.
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Adjorlolo, S., & 
Tankebe, J. 
University of Ghana Ghana Police Survey (policemen) n.s. 
2 EN Prisons and Prisoners in Europe in Pandemic Times: An evaluation of the 
medium-term impact of the COVID-19 on prison populations 
https://wp.unil.ch/space/publications/2199-2/ 
Aebi, M.F., & Tiago, 
M.M. 
Université de Lausanne Switzerland Prison Survey (detention officers) 01.01.20 – 15.09.20 
3 EN Tracking COVID cybercrime and abuse 
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=EP%2FV026178%2F1 
Anderson, R.J, Alastair, 
R.B., & Hutchings, A. 
University of Cambridge United Kingdom Cybercrime n.s. 2020 
4 EN Health and social impacts of COVID-19 in Scotland 
https://scotlandinlockdown.co.uk/ 
Armstrong, S., & 
Pickering, L. 







5 EN COVID-19 and Child Criminal Exploitation: Closing Urgent Knowledge 
and Data Gaps on the Implications of Pandemic for County Lines 
https://whatworks.college.police.uk/Research/Research-
Map/Pages/ResearchProject.aspx?projectid=843 
Brewster University of Nottingham United Kingdom Cybercrime, Sexual 
violence 
Police data, Interviews n.s. 
6 EN An investigation into the experiences of domestic abuse helpline staff 
and service users during COVID-19 
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=ES%2FW001691%2F1 
Brodie, Z., Maclean, C., 
& Hawkins, R. 
University of the West of 
Scotland 
United Kingdom Domestic violence Interviews, Survey 
(helpline staff) 
n.s. 
7 EN COVID-19 Risk and Response: Impacts and Mitigations for Modern 
Slavery Victims, Survivors and Vulnerable Populations 
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=ES%2FV011154%2F1 
Brotherton, V., Such, E., 
Lucas, B.J, Wright, N., 
Gardner, A., Trodd, Z., 
& Wyman, E. 
University of Nottingham United Kingdom Modern slavery Interviews, Survey n.s. 
8 FR COVID-19, filets de protection sociale et travail du sexe 
https://sciencessociales.uottawa.ca/nouvelles/covid-19-recherche-projets-cours 
Bruckert, C., & 
McKenna, E. 
Université d’Ottawa Canada Sex workers, Policing n.s. n.s. 




Greenwood, G., Bates, 
L., Thackray, D., 




United Kingdom Domestic violence Survey (protection 
officers, victims) 
n.s. 
10 EN Fraud During a Pandemic: Identifying and Appraising New Challenges for 
the Criminal Justice Response in England and Wales 
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FV014781%2F1 
Collins, J. University of Bristol United Kingdom Cybercrime, Policing Interviews, Survey (fraud 
practitioners) 
n.s. 




Davies, J. Swansea University United Kingdom Prison Interviews, Psy tests 
(prisoners) 
n.s. 
12 EN Pandemic Review: Rights and Accountability in COVID-19 
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FV011561%2F1 
De Londras, F. University of Birmingham United Kingdom Policing n.s. n.s. 




Dias, S., Gama, A., 
Guerreiro, A., Pedro, 
A.R., Quintas, J., Leote 
de Carvalho, M.J., & 
Duarte, V. 
Universidade NOVA de 
Lisboa 
Portugal Domestic violence Survey, Interviews 
(victims) 
n.s. 
14 EN Global Crime during COVID-19 
https://www.vrc.crim.cam.ac.uk/covid-19-research/crime-during-covid-
19-crisis-global-analysis 
Eisner, M., Nivette, A., 
Peres, M.F., 
Ryngelblum, M., & 
Veldkamp, J. 
University Cambridge United Kingdom Crime Police data n.s. 




Farrell, G., & Birks, D. University of Leeds United Kingdom Policing Police data n.s. 
16 FR Justice pénale et pandémie Covid-19 
http://www.gefo.ch/fr/pagedaccueil/projets.html 
Fink, D. Gefängnis Forschung 
Schweiz 
Suisse Prison n.s. n.s. 
17 EN Alcohol and domestic abuse in the context of Covid-19 restrictions 
https://alcoholchange.org.uk/publication/alcohol-and-domestic-abuse-
in-the-context-of-covid-19-restrictions 
Fox, S., & Galvani, S. Manchester Metropolitan 
University 
United Kingdom Domestic violence, 
Addiction 
n.s. n.s. 
18 FR CODE-VIRUS : Coordination interdisciplinaire pour l’étude de l’impact 
sociétal du Coronavirus 
https://www.pacte-grenoble.fr/programmes/code-virus 
Gwiazdzinski, L., & 
Amilhat-Szary, A.L. 
Université de Grenoble France Criminal justice n.s. n.s. 
19 EN Well-being and partner violence during the corona pandemic 
https://ircp.ugent.be/researchers/wim-hardyns/well-being-and-partner-
violence-during-the-corona-pandemic/ 
Hardyns, W. Ghent University Belgium Domestic violence Survey (victims) n.s. 
20 FR COVID-19 et populations marginalisées 
https://sciencessociales.uottawa.ca/nouvelles/covid-19-recherche-projets-cours 
Hieu Truong, A. Université d’Ottawa Canada Addiction   
21 EN Responding to the Covid-19 domestic abuse crisis: developing a rapid 
police evidence base 
https://whatworks.college.police.uk/Research/Research-
Map/Pages/ResearchProject.aspx?projectid=842 
Hohl, K, & Johnson, K. University of London City, 
Durham University 
United Kingdom Domestic violence Police data, Interviews 
(police officers) 
n.s. 
22 EN Policing a pandemic: Exploring the impacts of the 2020 COVID-19 




Horgan, S., & Wooff, A. University of Strathclyde United Kingdom Police, Policing n.s. n.s. 
23 EN The impacts of COVID-19 on illicit drug trafficking and supply in Australia 
https://sites.flinders.edu.au/covid-drug-supply/ 
Hughes, C., Bright, D., 
Gundur, R.V., & Goudie, 
S. 
Flinders University Australia Drug trafficking Survey (buyers), 
Interviews (sellers) 
n.s. 
24 EN Lex-Atlas: A Comparative Study of National Legal Responses to COVID-
19 
https://lexatlas-c19.org/ 
King, J., & Motta Ferraz, 
O.L. 
University College London United Kingdom Policing, Criminal 
justice 
Survey n.s. 
25 EN COVID-19: Outreach to Domestic Abuse Victims in Times of Quarantine 
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=ES%2FV003917%2F1 
Kirchmaier, T., Grogger, 
J., & Ivandic, R. 
London School of 
Economics and Political 
Science 
United Kingdom Domestic violence Interviews (victims) n.s. 
26 EN Policing during COVID-19: A worldwide study of changes in police 
organizations and practices 
https://cj.msu.edu/policing-during-covid19/policing-during-covid19.html 
Kutnjak Ivkovich, S., 
Maskaly, J., & Neyroud, 
P. 
Michigan State University USA Police Survey (police officers, 
community) 
n.s. 
27 EN Bias and hate crime victimization during the COVID-19 pandemic Lantz, B., Wenger, 
M.R., & Malcom, Z.T. 
Florida State University USA Hate crime Survey (public opinion) 03.2020 –05.2020 
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    No                 Language           Name of the research and URL                                                                                                                      Researchers                                             Institution                  Country                       Keywords                                   Data                                            Period      
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Lantz, B., Wenger, 
M.R., & Malcom, Z.T. 
Florida State University USA Hate crime Survey (public opinion) 03.2020 –05.2020 
28 FR Violence conjugale et pandémie de COVID-19 
https://sciencessociales.uottawa.ca/nouvelles/covid-19-recherche-projets-cours 
Lapierre, S. Université d’Ottawa Canada Domestic violence, 
Policing 
n.s. n.s. 
29 EN The Covid-19 Pandemic: Measuring the impact of global health threats on 
border controls 
https://data.snf.ch/covid-19/snsf/196359 
Lavenex, S. Université de Genève Switzerland Policing Survey (public opinion) n.s. 
30 EN Preventing, preparing, and responding to COVID-19: An in-depth case Study on 
the impacts of COVID-19 on the Fairfax County Police Department 
https://cebcp.org/evidence-based-policing/current-projects/ 
Lum, C. George Mason University USA Police n.s. n.s. 
31 EN Ensuring Respect for Human Rights in Locked-Down Care Homes 
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FV012770%2F1 
Martin, W.M., & 
Michalowski, S. 
University of Essex United Kingdom Pop. at risk n.s. n.s. 
32 EN Coping with the COVID crisis in prison 
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=ES%2FV01708X%2F1 
Maruna, S., Johnson, 
M., Walsh, C., & 
McNaull, G. 
Queen’s University of 
Belfast 
United Kingdom Prison Interviews, Survey 
(prisoners) 
n.s. 
33 EN Policing the Pandemic: The Role of Enforcement in Securing Compliance with 
the coronavirus regulations 
https://www.research.ed.ac.uk/en/projects/policing-the-pandemic-the-role-of-
enforcement-in-securing-complia 
McVie, S. University of Edinburgh United Kingdom Police n.s. n.s. 
34 EN COVID-19, social distancing, and violence against women in Brazil 
https://www.york.ac.uk/research/coronavirus-research/society/domestic-
violence-brazil/ 
Moreno-Serra, R., Kreif, 
N., & Lordemus, S. 
University of York, 
Universidade de São Paulo 
United Kingdom Domestic violence Police data, Survey 
(victims) 
n.s. 
35 EN The immobilities of gender-based violence in the Covid-19 pandemic 
https://research.brighton.ac.uk/en/projects/the-immobilities-of-gender-based-
violence-in-the-covid-19-pandemi 
Murray, L., & Moriarty, 
J. 
University of Brighton United Kingdom Domestic violence Interviews (policymakers) n.s. 
36 EN Coping with COVID 
https://ccj.asu.edu/content/coping-covid 
n.s. Arizona State University USA Pop. at risk n.s. n.s. 
37 EN Cognition and behaviour in times of a COVID-19 pandemic and related 
measures 
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects?f%5B0%5D=nwo_projects_program%3A55768 
n.s. Dutch Research Council Netherlands Policing n.s. n.s. 
38 EN Child, Conflit & Crisis: a comparative study across the globe on the impact of 
COVID-19 containment measures on family life 
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects?f%5B0%5D=nwo_projects_program%3A55768 
n.s. Dutch Research Council Netherlands Domestic violence n.s. n.s. 
39 EN Managing a just transition out of the COVID-19 crisis 
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects?f%5B0%5D=nwo_projects_program%3A55768 
n.s. Dutch Research Council Netherlands Policing n.s. n.s. 
40 EN Why do people (not) adhere to COVID-19 preventive measures? 
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects?f%5B0%5D=nwo_projects_program%3A55768 
n.s. Dutch Research Council Netherlands Policing n.s. n.s. 
41 EN Compliance with COVID-19 Mitigation Measures 
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects?f%5B0%5D=nwo_projects_program%3A55768 
n.s. Dutch Research Council Netherlands Policing n.s. n.s. 
42 ES La otra pandemia en casa: Situación y respuestas a la violencia de género 




n.s. Ministerio de Justicia y 
Derechos 
Peru Domestic violence n.s. n.s. 
43 EN Impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic on criminal justice journeys of adult and 
child survivors of sexual abuse, rape, and sexual assault 
https://www.coventry.ac.uk/research/research-directories/current-
projects/2020/jicsav/ 
O’Doherty, L., Carter, 
G., & Kalsi, P.T. 
Coventry University United Kingdom Sexual violence, 
Policing 
n.s. n.s. 
44 EN Sharing Good Practices in Protection of Workers and Victims of Modern Slavery 
During the COVID-19 
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FV008412%2F1 
Obokata, T., & 
Ramezankhah, F. 
Keele University United Kingdom Modern slavery Interviews (protection 
officers) 
n.s. 
45 PT A pandemia Covid-19 e o seu impacto na atividade policial 
https://comum.rcaap.pt/handle/10400.26/37069 
Oliveira, R.M.L., 
Machado, P., & Afonso, 
J. 
Insituto Superior de 
Ciências Policiais e 
Segurança Interna 
Portugal Police Interviews (police officers) n.s. 
46 DE Bewertung staatlicher Massnahmen gegen COVID-19 
https://www.unibas.ch/de/Aktuell/Coronavirus/Covid-19-
Forschungsprojekte.html 
Pärli, K. Universität Basel Switzerland Policing n.s. n.s. 
47 EN COVID-19 and low-income families: Poverty in the pandemic 
https://pure.york.ac.uk/portal/en/projects/covid19-and-lowincome-families-
poverty-in-the-pandemic(f0fa30cd-7efc-410b-bc66-0337cf3f7bc9).html 
Patrick, R., & Power, M. University of York United Kingdom Pop. at risk n.s. n.s. 
48 FR Inégalités et COVID-19 
https://www.ulb.be/fr/fnrs/projets-exceptionnels-de-recherche-per-covid-19 
Rea, A., Bouland, C., 
Goffard, J.C., & 
Coppieters, Y. 
Université Libre de 
Bruxelles 
Belgium Policing, Pop. at risk n.s. n.s. 
49 EN Domestic violence help seeking before and during COVID-19 
https://jnix.netlify.app/project/dv-covid19/ 
Richards, T., Nix, J., 
Mourtgos, S., & Adams, 
I. 
University of Nebraska USA Domestic violence Police data 2018 - 2020 
 
    No            Language      Name of the research and URL                                                                                                                                            Researchers                             Institution                                   Country                         Keywords                                   Data                                            Period      
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50 EN Life in time of COVID-19: Social implications on the security and well-
being of vulnerable groups in the European context 
http://www.mipro.hr/ICT20COVID1908/tabid/210/language/en-
US/Default.aspx 
Rittossa, D. University of Rijeka Croatia Pop. at risk n.s. n.s. 




Roach, J., Rogerson, 
M., Flynn, M., 
Cartwright, A., Curran, 
L., & McCarthy, R. 
University of Huddersfield United Kingdom Police Survey (police officers) n.s. 
52 EN Sex workers in crisis 
https://le.ac.uk/criminology/research/research-projects/sex-workers-in-
crisis 
Sanders, T. University Leicester United Kingdom Sex workers Interviews (sex workers) n.s. 
53 DE Proteste gegen Corona-Massnahmen 
https://www.unibas.ch/de/Aktuell/Coronavirus/Covid-19-
Forschungsprojekte.html 
Schäfer, R., & 
Nachtwey, O. 
Universität Basel Switzerland Policing Interviews (rioters) n.s. 
54 EN The impact of COVID-19 on the delivery and receipt of prison healthcare 
https://gtr.ukri.org/project/DCBF319D-F995-4578-BBD1-7D333B66FE0E 
Sheard, L., Canvin, K., 
Farragher, T.M., Hearty, 
P., Wright, N., 
McLintock, K., Harriott, 
P., & Seanor, N. 
University of York United Kingdom Prison Interviews (prisoners, 
detention officers) 
n.s. 
55 EN Understanding and learning from the impact of COVID-19 on probation’s 
work to improve the health of people under its supervision 
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=ES%2FV015982%2F1 
Sirdifield, C., & Nichols, 
H. 
University of Lincoln United Kingdom Prison Interviews, Survey 
(probation officers) 
n.s. 
56 EN Justice in COVID-19 for sexual abuse and violence 
https://le.ac.uk/criminology/research/research-projects/justice-in-covid-
19-for-sexual-abuse-and-violence 




57 EN The Youth Justice System's Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic: 
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